
Happy New Year! 
 

 Welcome to the 2016-17 school year.  I feel very confident that we are primed for a 
great year.  Many projects, large and small, have been completed this summer or are well 
underway.  New staff members have been hired and are raring to get started.  Various plans 
for improving the Pacific Elementary experience are shaping up.  All of this bodes very well 
as we get ready to greet your children for the first day of school. 
 This summer, an immense amount of work has been done improving the physical 
plant.  Some of this work will be obvious, while other activities took place behind the 
scenes.  Highlights include projects in increase energy efficiency, funded by Proposition 39 
(new furnace in preschool, new thermostats, new lights, new filters in furnaces, air ducts 
cleaned and sealed, new appliance modules, new pole lights on playground, and dining 
room windows sealed).   In terms of construction projects funded by the Measure M Bond, 
our new Multi-Use (MU) room and Upper Independent Studies Classroom are completed 
and ready to use.  We also had a new phone system installed throughout the school.  (We 
will send you information about how to efficiently contact us once we have trained the staff on 
how to use it!)  Several boxes of books were donated and volunteers have labeled, sorted, 
and shelved them.  Some have been added to our school library, some will join classroom 
libraries, others will be given to our little free library (blue file cabinet by front door), and 
still others will be given to students to take home.  A small army of dedicated landscape 
volunteers has installed a new sprinkler system for the lawn, created a secret garden space 
behind the FoodLab shed, spread woodchips, filled gopher holes, and spruced up the Life 
Lab.  All the floors have been stripped, mopped, and waxed, the carpets have been 
shampooed, and the furniture moved into position.   Four classes have changed rooms and 
two new teachers have moved into their classrooms.  Food lab has an office, Music and 
Recreation have moved into the MU, Lower IS has their own room, the GATE program has 
its own space, the computer lab has its own space, and we cleaned out a room to be used 
for tutoring, health check-ups, assessments, and projects. 
 We have hired some wonderful new staff members over the summer.  Kristin Allen-
Farmer, who moved to Davenport with her husband and two daughters this summer, will 
complete our Music department.  She will teach marimba, chorus, and music to the primary 
grades, including preschool—where her daughter will be enrolled!   Elise Scheuermann, 
who has a background in environmental education, will be the Instructional Assistant in 
Upper IS.  Kesha Howard, who is already a parent of a 2nd grader at Pacific, will join us as a 
staff member.  She will be a Special Circumstances Instructional Assistant (SCIA) in the 
1st/2nd class.   We are also in the process of hiring another Instructional Aide and a SCIA, as 
two recently hired staff members moved out of town. 
 These are just the highlights of what happened during vacation!  We will keep you 
informed about other developments via our regular school newsletter.  There is more to 
share as we move forward.  Please volunteer so that we can make this school the best it can 
be!  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Eric Gross 


