
August 2017 
 
Dear Pacific School Families, 
 
 Welcome to the 2017-18 school year.  I am very excited that the staff and facilities 
are well-prepared for the new year.  
 I’m pleased to say that we continue to boast a stellar teaching staff. Jen Bird is 
changing roles from Special Education to Kindergarten. We are also welcoming Michelle 
Lopez as the kindergarten classroom aide. Natalie Bennett, the former kindergarten 
classroom aide, will be serving as a special circumstances instructional assistant in the 
1st/2nd classroom. She will be splitting the position with Lauren Cruz, a former intern. 
Former interns Emma Burke and Sophia Wuest will be splitting the special circumstances 
instructional assistant in the 3rd/4th classroom. Michael Fong will serve as our new school 
psychologist, and Dolores Parez will serve as our new custodian. Elise Schuermann, Nicole 
Lawrence, Samira Hartje, Lucy Aguilera, and Will Rosse have left Pacific School to pursue 
other opportunities. 
 On the facilities side, roof leaks in the main building are being fixed and the hallway 
by the kindergarten and first-second grade classrooms has been repaired and repainted. 
Thanks to Prop 39, energy efficiency projects including new lights, window film, furnace 
duct cleaning, etc. were implemented last year. These projects have already reduced the 
school’s energy use by 42% and cost by 29%. This year we will be installing solar panels 
and new furnaces, which should result in further reductions and savings. 
 As principal, one of my hobbies is to dive into the research about which factors truly 
affect learning and which ones, while they may seem nice to have, don’t actually make 
much difference. Two important themes come out again and again in the research. First, 
attendance matters. Students simply learn better, gain more skills and confidence, and 
retain more of their learning, when they show up for school consistently. In addition, our 
funding is based on student attendance, so making the extra effort to get your child to 
school each day allows us to continue offering classroom aides, FoodLab, and the other 
programs our families love. Second, students of parents who volunteer for their school 
achieve at a higher level than those who don’t. It isn’t immediately obvious why helping to 
plan Bingo Night could help a student learn to read, but the message you send to your 
student is that school matters. The result is that the students take school more seriously 
and achieve higher life-long results. There are many ways to be involved with Pacific 
School. We can help you find a volunteer option that fits your interests, talents, and 
schedule. Our volunteers save us thousands of dollars each year and contribute untold 
hours and value to the overall Pacific School community. 

Finally, I want to encourage you to make sure you are getting and reading the school 
memo. We try to keep it short and informative. The memo and website are the go-to places 
to stay informed about the school.   

I hope you have had a relaxing summer and are as excited about the new school year 
as we are.  
 

Sincerely, 
 
Eric Gross 
Principal/Superintendent 

http://www.pacificesd.org/memo-subscribe.html
http://www.pacificesd.org/

