
August 2016 
Dear 3rd and 4th Grade Parents, 
 

I’m Ms. Hettenhausen…or Ms. Hett for short. I am thrilled to be your child’s teacher this 
year and look forward to meeting you soon. We are going to learn and grow a ton and I’m 
ready to get started!  
 
Our class will be a community of explorers, learners, thinkers, creators, and cheerleaders. It is 
important to me that all students feel supported each and every day as we work hard in the 
core academic areas as well as the social, emotional, and creative domains. Various teaching 
strategies will be used to help students acquire new skills and deepen understanding of the 
content. Learning experiences will include going outdoors and bringing the outdoors in. We will 
spend time learning in our Life Lab and local watershed, and on fieldtrips. Outside guests will 
also be invited to come and share their expertise in the classroom- this might be you! 
 
My goal is to make learning relevant, engaging, and stick. I encourage students to take an active 
role in learning by participating in hands-on-minds-on activities, setting personal goals, and 
reflecting on their own learning process. One way to make learning relevant and engaging for 
students is by incorporating their strengths, interests, and passions. You can help me get a 
jump-start on getting to know your child by telling me some of the things that makes your child 
special. Feel free to include anything you would like me to know. This information can be 
shared via email or written note at your earliest convenience or you can tell me in person. I will 
be scheduling “beginning of the year chats” during the first couple weeks of school.  
 
I hope to capitalize on the abundant learning opportunities that happen in and out of school 
every day by keeping an open door of communication. I will make sure all families have up to 
date information about what our class is working on and ideas of how it can be enriched at 
home through monthly newsletters. In addition, I hope to keep up with a class blog where you 
can read about current projects happening in the class. I would also love to hear about what 
you are doing at home so that I may extend it at school. There will be times during the year that 
I will set up conferences to discuss your child’s progress. Feel free to email, call me, or set up an 
in-person meeting at other times as well. Bridging home and school activities is one of the best 
ways to make a measurable impact on student learning.  
 
Want to know a little about me? I grew up in Santa Cruz and, after a 20-year hiatus, just 
relocated back- this time with two kids, dog, and husband in tow. During the twenty years in 
between, I have lived in Massachusetts, Wyoming, Montana, and Texas going to school and 
working as a teacher and park ranger. This move has been many years in the making and we are 
happy to finally be here. 
 
I feel honored to be teaching at Pacific Elementary School and will take great care of your 3rd or 
4th grader. I look forward to meeting you before or on Back to School Night, Wednesday, 
September 17th from 6-8 p.m. 
 

Now…Let the 2016-2017 school year begin! 
        
       Monica Hettenhausen 

        mhettenhausen@pacificesd.org 


