
Welcome Pacific Preschool Families! 2016-2017 
 

IMPORTANT DATES: 
Tuesday, August 23: REGISTRATION DAY 

Wednesday, August 24: FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL 

 
On Tuesday, August 23rd, Pacific Elementary School will have a school-wide Registration Day; 
please make sure to have all your paperwork ready to turn in that day; you can find the packet on our 
website or come to the school office for hard-copies. Included in the packets for Preschool children 
are an ASQ (Ages and Stages Questionnaire). Part of Pacific Preschool’s funding comes from our 
compliance in having each family fill out this questionnaire. Thanks for your help.  Also, there is a 
Raising a Reader consent form to be signed.  This is a favorite program in which the children get a bag 
of books to take home every other week.  The program requests a $15 donation from each family to 
help replace books and bags that become well-loved over the year. 
 
Also on that Tuesday, from 9:30-10:00 am, Pacific Preschool will have a classroom preview, 
specifically for children who have not been to the classroom or met their teachers, or for children 
needing a quick check-in to get ready for their first day.   
 
On Wednesday, August 24th, Pacific School and Preschool will begin the new school year.  This first 
day of Preschool is a very exciting and important time.  We begin our day at 8:30am and finish at 
12:30pm. We strongly suggest you be here at 12:15 to pick up your child since parking is a challenge 
and we have stringent Sign-Out rules required by the state.   
 
You will find our daily schedule on the back of this welcome letter. Your co-teachers, Stacey 
Reynolds and Martha Gagnier, and our bi-lingual aide, Julia Valle, look forward to meeting and 
interacting with your children.  This is the beginning of their educational journey and we will have lots 
of fun while playing, learning, and getting to know each other. 

 
For those families who are having their very first day of Preschool, we have found that quick, short 
good-byes are best for young children.  If you feel your child needs a bit more time, pick a transitional 
activity, like a puzzle or book, and before you start, let your child know you will be leaving when you 
are finished with this specific activity.  Let them know you will be back shortly, after story time at the 
end of the day.  We are all surprised at how fast the time goes.  
 
Volunteering is an important part of our program.  The first month of school, we ask that all parents 
be patient, and let your children get to know their teachers.  We want them to be comfortable in 
their new environment and turn to us for help.  Then, in October, we will put out a volunteer sign-up 
sheet.  We hope to see lots of parents signing up to help at that time.    
 

There will be a Principal’s Coffee on the first day of school from 9:00-10:00 am, in the multi-purpose 
room.  It will be a time to meet other families and learn more about Pacific School.   
 
We look forward to seeing you soon! 

 
Sincerely,  
Stacey Reynolds, Martha Gagnier, and Julia Valle 
 



Students attend preschool from 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. and have the option to participate in after-
school care from 12:30 p.m. to 2:30 p.m. for an additional cost of $15 per day when prepaid or $18 per 
day drop-in (subject to space availability). 
 
Greeting at the Door 
Children are individually greeted at the door and helped to settle in for morning activities. We ask 
parents to help make the transition from home to school as easy as possible for their children by 
making goodbyes brief. Assure your child that you will return soon. 
 
Morning Circle 
At circle time, we gather as a group. We talk about the calendar, learning the days of the week and 
the names of the months. We take notice of the weather. The teachers use circle time to introduce 
new concepts, vocabulary and materials. We often incorporate Montessori lessons and materials into 
our circle time. Children are encouraged to participate fully. Music is a key part of circle time; the 
children learn many songs and fingerplays. We also enjoy movement activities for body awareness 
and muscle development.  
 
Work Time 
This time is the important core of the preschool day. The children choose activities from the shelves 
and work individually or in small groups. The teachers help children find activities and present lessons 
demonstrating the use of classroom materials. Children are introduced to work with numbers and 
letters. The children may choose manipulative materials from any of the following areas: literacy 
development, art, mathematics, music, gardening, practical life, reading, science, and sensorial 
development.  
 
Snack 
Two nutritious snacks/meals are served each day as part of our award-winning FoodLab program. 
Morning breakfast is available to the students in the morning if they are hungry. This is not intended 
as a substitute for breakfast at home. In addition, students join the kindergarteners in the school 
cafeteria for an early lunch. 
 
Outside and Inside Play 
An important component of our program is play-based learning. Students have opportunities to 
enjoy unstructured playtime both outside and inside each day. There are also organized games and 
opportunities to use a variety of different equipment, such as capes, tails, balls, walking cups, hula 
hoops, parachutes, bean bags, etc. 
 
Story and Closing - Inside 
Each day ends with a large-group story time and a formal goodbye handshake. The teacher will 
excuse each child from circle to his/her caretaker or to the aftercare program. 


