
Hello new and returning IS families! 
 
Welcome to our Independent Study/Collaborative Teaching and Learning 
Program’s 16 th  year! My name is Mia Huynh. I am so pleased to announce that this 
will be my first year at Pacific Elementary, and I am feeling incredibly lucky it will be 
with you and your children in this unique, collaborative program.  
 
Meeting most of you towards the end of the 2019 school year was such an exciting 
and comforting experience for me. For those of you I did not get the pleasure of 
meeting YET and those who still 
don’t know me too well, here is a 
little bit of background about me. I 
recently relocated from Australia to 
Santa Cruz with my partner James 
to embark on a new adventure. 
Born and raised in beautiful sunny 
Queensland, we decided that we 
needed a change and it was then 
that we were presented with this 
once-in-a-lifetime work opportunity. 
Leaving the amazing school where I 
had been working long term was 
understandably difficult; I started my teaching career there and grew immensely 
through the years. Surrounded by such a supportive network of colleagues, I was 
ready and excited to start the next chapter in my career.  
 
Graduating from the Queensland University of Technology, I obtained my 
Bachelor’s of Science degree in Elementary Education with a major in inclusive 
education. I signed my first teaching contract the day after I graduated and I can’t 
imagine myself doing anything else today.  
 
Throughout my teaching career, I have always emphasized the importance of 
collaborating and working as a team, not only with other teachers, but also with 
parents/guardians. The IS program is such a distinctive program because it entails 
just that and highlights the commitment and passion that parents have towards 
their child’s education. It is truly an honor for me to be a part of this program and 
to work with you in maximizing all the learning and growing opportunities for our 
citizens of the future.  

 
The forecast for this school year looks bright, exciting and 
fun! I can’t wait to get to know each of you and your 
children more on a deeper level. I will be able to create 
suitable goals and deliver interactive, engaging and creative 
lessons for the children. Over the summer break, I will 
endeavour to organise times with each of you to meet just 
ahead of the new school  year.  
 

 



 
For now, here are some important things to remember: 
☺ Wednesday, August 21 (9:00 – 10:00 am):  Classrooms are open. This is 

also a great day to come and complete all your registration paperwork! 
☺ Tuesday, September 3:  First day of class for all IS students  
☺ Wednesday, September 11:  Back to school night  
☺ All parents please complete the field trip driver procedures 
☺ Please pay ahead for school lunches, BEFORE SCHOOL STARTS. You may 

use your own online banking to set up auto-pay for lunches, September 1 – 
April 1 (as well as for preschool tuition, after care, and rec bills). $43.20 
monthly covers 12 student lunches (approximately one month’s worth) @ 
$3.60 each, and the cost for all other lunches (parents, guests, siblings) is 
$5.65. However, if you are new to the school or your financial situation has 
changed, please apply for free or reduced price lunch. Both families and the 
school benefit when families qualify. Contact the school office or see the 
website for more information.  

☺ We encourage everyone to explore our online family handbook at 
www.pacificesd.org/familyhandbook.html . 

☺ School starts at 8:40 am. It is so important to be on time as it ensures your 
child won’t miss out on any vital and/or exciting classroom activities. It also 
ensures that your child’s peers and the classroom flow and routine is not 
disrupted.  

☺ The best way to contact me is my school email:  mhuynh@pacificesd.org 
 
I can’t wait to work with you this school year!  
 
Warm regards, 
Mia Huynh (Miss Huynh)   

http://www.pacificesd.org/familyhandbook.html

