
















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































This chapter has attempted to give readers some 1dea of what
was taught and how it was taught in Santa Cruz classrooms of the
19205 and '30s. Were those truly the "good old days" of education?
Did students learn more?

i does seem as if scedemic and moreal standards were higher,
stricter then., ¥et, the description of the teaching methods contained
inthose old manuals often conjures up images of bored, glassy-eyed
pupils, staring out the window or squirming impatiently at their
desks (211 desks arranged in precise rows, of course; and anchored
firmly to the floor), awaiting deliverance by the school bell from
their long dey of reeitation and drill. Classrooms are more open
now, freer, less rigid. We sce fewer of those glassy-eyed, squirm-
ing students today. But are they getting a better education today?
That'= a hard guestion to answer. Readers will have to judge for
themselves,

It may be that the egsential factor in geiting a good education
iz nol so much in the curriculum provided or the teaching methods
employed--be they "strict” or "permissive’’--butl in the personal
interactionbetween the individual teacher and the individual student.
It may be that nothing in education is more important than that.

The 1923 Manual for Public Schools speaks to this point: "If
the teacher has not becoming manners, it says, = her teaching of
manners will be useless, for the pupil will do a3 the teacher does,
not as he is told to do. "
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Students at work in clessroom of old CalabasasSchool, probzbly in early 1940s.

i e,

The old Brown School near Bear Creek Rosd north of Houlder Creek,
Fetablished in 1875. This building erected in 1885(%). Suspended in

1850. This photo of the student body was probably taken in 1945 or &
few years carlier. Mrs. Alice Larsen(not shown) was teacher in1845.
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Field Day at Soquel Union School in 1%45. Teachers Kate Leonard

and Alice Woolsey are shown here.

Eva Gurkovich, prineipzl of Aptos School, in 15845, (Bus

driver, unseen, was George Weiser. )
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A pirate flag--fake, of course--was ht—ung hoisted at Seaside School
back in the 19403 when this photo was snapped. The class was probably
gtudying *the (s r:re.t.t h.!.-:‘tc:-r-j.r which abnuﬂded in fales of sea and shlps.

Students of Eureka School, one of the many small, relatively isolated
schools that still existed in the county in the1840s, The pupils are un-
identified, but the burro is named Sally. They are saddling herfor
the trip home from school.
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Students of Oakdale School making a Vietory garden, early
19405, (This school was unionized with Aptos in 1947,)
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sSerap drive at Seaside School in 1942, Heportedly two tons of scrap for the war effort were collected.




Xll. An Interview with
Superintendent Richard Fickel

Dr. Richard Fickel has been an educator for 38 years. Twenty
of those years were spent in the Santa Cruz public school system.
During his lifetime in the field of education he has served as teacher,
principal, truant officer, educational consultant, college instructor,
distriet superiniendent--and has held the post of Santa Cruz County
Superintendent of Schools for 11 years, since Oetober of 1967. He
will retire, atthe age of 58, at the end of this year {1978).

His career has spanned some of the most turbulent and exciting
years that public education hzg ever witnegssed. Inthe summer of
thiz year we interviewed Fickel to get an idea of what those years of
chanpe were like, especially as they aifected Santa Cruz County, and
to learn what he thinks about the state of education today and its
probable fufure course.

Tiekel was born in Wenatchee, Washington, in 1920, Beth his
parents were ministers of the Church of God, and the family moved
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twice during his early school years, [ocllowing the cgll of their
pioneer ministry: to Arcats, California, in 1925, and then fo Live
Oak (north of Yuba City) in 1920, His father worked at various jobs
lo eke out the family's meager income.

Neither of his parenis had been to college, but they wanted
a.college education for their son; his father had taught high school inhis
earlier years and the family put a high value on education. Fickel
made hig decigion to become a teacher when he was five or six
vears old. ''If has always been my posl to go into teaching, ' he
=ays, 1 just never knew anything else.

His father died when Fickel was in the eighth grade. After his
freshman year his mother was called to a pastorate in Santa Cruz,
and they moved here in 13924, Tickel attended Santa Cruz High School
and worked part-fime as a can stacker in a local cannery to help out
with expenses. He graduated in1237 and then for two years attended
Reedley Junior College near Fresno, At Reedley he met his future
wife, Manilla Mosher, They had much in common: her parenls were
ministers zlso, and she was sfudying to become a teacher. Both
attended Fresno State Teachers' College afier Reedley,

Fickel graduated from Fresno State in the summer of 1940 and
began the search for his first teaching job.

"Jobs were scarce as hen's teeth then," he recalls. "We would
drive all over the country, five or gix of 05 in 2 car, going from
gchool diztriet o school district applying for jobs. I can =till re-
member thode places we went for interviews--usually two- or three-
room schoolhiouses, with backless benches along the sides of dimly
1it hallways. There would be 20 or 30 people sitting there, waiting
for an interview with the board, The hoard was usually made up of
farm people. They'd have you bid against the others: 'So-and-so
said he'd take the job for a thousand a year. How much will you
take it for?' ‘There were no galary schedules. Those bidded jobs
usually went for $1,000 to $1,300. The going salary at the time,
recommended by the state, was $1,320 a year."

Fickel got his first tfeaching job al Central Union Elementary
Sehool in Lemoore, outside of Fresno, and got a good salary--31,500.
But he earned it.




"1 taught the fifth and sixth grades--56 students in a composition
grade, all in one room. I also taught all the veocal and instrumental
music. I was the vice-principal of the scheool. I also drove the
school busg, and I was the 4-H advisor. I was going from seven o
seven every day.

In addition to this, he had to stay up two nights 3 week watching
for airplanes. The war had just begun and the fear of an enemy attack
was real. Teachers were expected to serve as examples to the
community by participating in nightly airplane watches.

Fickel recalls: "Everyone in the school signed up for those
watches, Manilla and I sipned up for the midnight to six a.m. =tint,
twice a week. We had an old tent heated with a keroseng stove, and
with two cots in it. We'd fake turns watching, and whenever a plane
come over we had to czll into the centrsl headguarters in Fresno
and tell them-

During the early war years anti-Japanese feeling ran high.
"There were gquite a few Japanege ferm families that lived in our
region,' Fickel recollects. ''All of them were herded together into
buses gnd tzken to various concentration centers. It didn't affect
our school because we had no Japanege students, but it did signifi-
cantly affect school districts 20 or 30 miles away. AndIremember
before the concentration cemters started, one inslence wheore some
youngsiers in one elementary school had developed suchan emotional
attitude toward the Japanese because of the war, that they actually
hung & Japanese boy, Killed him,"

Fickel had enlisted in the Air Force in July of 1941, but wasn't
called up for duty for a year and a half. "The war was heating up.
War stories were rampant. Submarines were reportedoff the coast
of Santa Cruz.” He and his wife, now pregnant, spent 2 summer
raigsing sweet potatoes for the war effort. The anxiety of waiting for
his call to report made it difficult to concentrate on his classroom
duties, and in November of 1842 Fickel quit his position at Central
Union and went to work in a scrap meial reclamation project in
Santa Cruz,

In February of 18943 he finally got his call to report for duty.
He spent two years 28 an Air Force instructor, and then was
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assigned to Guam as & second lieutenant radar bombadier navigator.
During the closing days of the war he flew seversl bombing raids over
Japan.

In April of 1846 he returned to Santa Cruz, where WManilla had
bought s house on Windsor Street, fo resume his teaching career.
This time, however, he didn't have to go looking for a job. T
wasn't even out of uniform yet. One day the lady in the yard next
door leaned over the fence and said, "I understand that ;.ruu're |
teacher. I'm Edith Fikes, the counfy superintendent of schools,’
She said that the principal at Scotts Valley School, Ruby Owens, was
ill, and they couldn't find a substitute-=-and would I take the job? So
I ended up at Scottz Valley,' He finished out that school year and
stayed on for four years as teaching prineipzl,

scotts Valley Union Elementary School {(today it iz Scotts Valley
Intermediate) waslocated onBesn Creek Road and Scotts Valley Drive.
"Scotts Valley Drive used to be old Highway 17, Fickel recollects,
"but there was very little traffic. There were hardly any businesses
or buildings along it then. The school setting was rather primitive--
manaanits rlllr.u:f underbrush and poison oak came right up to the school
all around.

When Fickel arrived at the school there were about 100 pupils
there, in grades [lirst through eighth, with four teachers and four
classrooms. All classrooms contained combinalion grades.

"t was a iypical country school. We haed some buses, but most
kids walked. Some would come to school on their horses. The kids
were primarily from farming familice, Everybody wore jeans, boys
and mirls alike.

"1 had a difficult time with that when I first went there. You
couldn't tell the girls from the boys. I started adress code and had
the girls start wearing dresses, so that they would be treated like

a i1 3
girls.

In 1546 the war-time "'baby boom' had bepun to hit the schools,
with 2 surge of first-graders entering school., By 1947 the crunch
was even more evident, both'in Sapta Cruz County and =statewide.
Fickel remembers it as a challenging time for the Scotis Valley School



ataff. (In 1947 his fellow teachers were Phair Sinnott, Vivian Rice,
Lens Thomas, and Marion Johnstone., On the school board were
Clifford Kilfoyl, Harry Voss, Walter Teman, Otlo Kersten, and
Carl Roynon.) Fickel tells about those days:

"We were S0 overcrowded, we had three classes going in the
auditorium--one on the stage and two on the floor, divided by four
by six partitions. There was no soundproofing. It was terrible--
you can't believe how noisy it was! On Friday we'd take out all the
partitions and pile them against the wall, and put in chairs, and we'd
show movies for the community every Friday and Saturday nights.
We charged 25 cents for the movies, and started a fund o get a
community center started.

"and then there was the old Scotts Valley firehouse, down on
the corner of Scotts Valley Drive. They had moved out and gave the
building to the school. We put = class of about 20 down there. It
had a dirt floor, and when it reined Vivian [ Rice| would have to put
half the kids on one side of the room and half on the other because
the waler would run right down the middle.

"And then we rented space from the Christian Church camp-
sround zcross the street on Bean Creek Hoad, and had a primary
class over therc. It was freezing there--1 don't know how the kids
ever lived through it.

"Finally in 1947 we mounted a drive, took a survey, and were
able to get in on some of the $50 million that was being given away
to schools at that time. It was an outright gift which dide't have to
be paid back. The slate saw our need and gave us the money to build
two or three additional classrooms in 1848, "

 During the time Fickel was there the school's altendance about
doubled, and the staff grew from four to 10. "The condilions were
tough,'" Fickel notes, "hut they were typical of schools throughout
{he county. Holding classes wherever they could find space. Eoquel
School was meeting in churches and in buildings across the sireet,
Felton was meeting in churches too, Boulder Creek was able 1o
build some extra rooms, sothey keptahead. Santa Cruz City started
building new schools about thal time, Aptos built two, Fajaro was in




the process of a building program most of the fime in those years--
from around 1048 to around 51 or 52 there was a lot of construction
going on all over the county. "

Yet in spite of the adverse physical conditions of those years,
Tickel believes the morale of the teachers wasg high and the children
emjoyed school. "It was & real challenge--and we had a lot of fun.
Thers was a resl feeling of community, of family, armong the kids
and the teachers and the parents, That was still the ers when edu=
cation was recognized as an opportunity and a privilege rather than
a right, and so there was dedication to the need for education.  Kids
did learn. Our test scores were very pgood.

"There was a befter feeling of community throughout the entire
county school system than exists now, I think, DMaybe it was because
we were smaller and we were all faced with the same kinds of prob-
lems: All the members of the educational community knew one
another. We'd pet together.

"For instance, we had an anmual Field Day at Soduel. That was
really a greal experience, and everyone looked forward to it. All
schools in the county were invited. We'd have maybe a thousand
kids and their parents show up. They organized field games of all
kinds for primaries right on through eiphth grade. The PTA would
bring food and sell crafis. We'd close the day with a series of soft-
ball games, with ribbons given ouf to winners. It was & big event,
Paul Walters was the Soguel superiniendent then, and Del Miller was
the assistant. He died just this last year, "

And Fickel recalls another countywide school event: "Once a
vear we'd put on a massive musical activity at the Civic Auditorium
in downtown Santa Cruz, ATl the buses from schools all over the
county would bring their kids, and we'd have a thousand kids singing
and playing.,

In 1850 County Superintendent Edith Fikes asked Fickel to go to
work at the County Office of Education (then located on the second
floor of the jailhouse on Front Street in Santa Cruz) as Child Welfare
and Attendance Officer--otherwise known ag the truant officer. Of
the duties in his new job Fickel comments: '"Principzls would call




me up and say so-and-s0 hasn't been in school, and as'hookey cop'
I'd po oul {o the home and tell the parents we wanted the pupil at
school, If we didn't get cooperation, we'd go to referee court, |
worked with all the schools to maintain attendance conirols and
records.

"And we started a county-wide testing program, which was my
responsibility in those days. We were one of the first counties to
have a test scoring machine. We pave the tests and scored them,
and sent out the resulls,

"When | wasthe CWA officer 1 had to visit 211 the schools in the
counyy monthly. Inthose days there were schools way off in the
boonies, all over the couniy. TFor example, Central Schocl was in
operation at that time--you'd go up Highway 17, turn north on z
winding dirt road clear up on the top of nowhere. Thatround trip was
893 miles. Mrs. [Violet] Isidorc was the teacher of the one-room
=chool up there, with sbout half a dozen pupils. Then there was
Seaside School in Swanten, up sbove Davenport--ancther one-room
school with about six students. It was really back in the hills, They
were different people entirely up there, rezlly fine people. They
didn't get out to town very often, just lived back in the mountains.

"The high school at Boulder Creek didn't have many students, but
they had an auto shop, a swimming pool--they really hada great thing
gaing up there in Boulder Creek, There was only one school inSoguel
then. And there were Corralitos, Salsipuedes, Freedom--z11 now
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part of the Pajaro Valley District, which unified in 1985.

IFickel remembers the bitter conlroversy over the unification of
San Lorenzo Valley School District in the early '50s. Many of the
independent Valley people strongly resisted the merger of small school
districts with their separate, individusl school boards into & single
lsrger district. It did not happen without a hattle.

"I was here in the county office and Edith [Fikes] gave me the
job of coordinating the San Lorenzo Valley unification election. They
were fighting tooth and nail--Felton, Ben Lomond, Brookdale, Boulder
Creek, ZAayanie, Lompico--they just didn't get along with one another
at all. It was a rainy day when the election took place. 1 gol calls




in the office saying, 'Get up here! There are people who are not
following the election code.' I found people inside the polling area
right nexti te the booiths--you're supposed to stay 100 feet away--
sereaming and hollering at each other, telling people how to vote and
how not to vote, people fighting with one another. It was a mess, it
was terrible. They were irying to stuff the bsallot hox, they were
trying to keep people from voting. 1 had to threaten them with the
csheriff. Buti it finally worked out. It passed handily. Howard Hazel-
tine was superinteéndent of San Lorenzo Union District at that time,
and he left because he was spainst unification with San Lorenzo
Vallew. He went io Bonny Doon School,

"There was a big trend toward unification in those days. In the
'605 the state required all districts to study the issue and make an
attempt to unify, if it was feasible. Pajaro Valley became unified in
1865, There were three eleciions in the north county area, inan
attemnpt to get Scotts Valley, Live Ozk, and Soguel to unify with Santa
Cruz, but all three elections failed miserably, so we decided there
wag no point in trying to pet them to merge.”

What were the advantages of unification, and has it worked?
Fickel answers: ''The idea was that in a unified district you could
provide betier education and more services than would have beén
possible in a smaller district, because you had more atudents and a
bigger tax base, and maybe you could reduce the number of admin-
istrators. But it doesn't cost less money, And, in my opinion, it
takes away local control. In Pajaro where you had five boards of
trustees you only have one now. In SanLorenzoValley where you had
three or four distinct boards there is only one now., The hoards are
doing g good job, but it takesthe schools farther away from the people.

"I would have to gsay that in my opinion unification in Santa Cruz
County has not really workedwell, The communities that were forced
into unification by election had such a strong identity of their own,
and the socio-economic, culiural mix of those communities has been
so varied, that there's never been a real blend take place. I don't
want to go back to the 'good old days' of thelittle red schoolhouse with
one room--I don't think that's as effective a way of educating young-
sters and providing them with the kinds of experiences they need.
But take Scotts Valley District for an example, with only three
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"Poople today don't look at the philosophical aspect of education
ag an institution. They're more interested in criticizing it, fearing
it down, letting everyone do their own thing. I think the 'do your
own thing' syndrome is one of the most disasterous ideas that's ever
hit education. The concept of inter-dependence we used to promote
years ago we don't spend much lime talking about today. It'= the dif-
ference that counts, it's not sameness that anyvbody wants sny more.,
But I think sameness hag a lot of value for us. As I've observed
kids over the years I've found that when youngsters are prouped to=
pether and have a chance in & group to depend on one apother that
they exhibit a greater satisfaction with school living thanl see now in
classrooms of 30 youngsters, all geing 30 different, unique ways.

"ot on the whole I think schools provide better education today than
they did when I started. I don't believe the school elimate is a5 com-
fortable today for teacher, for child, for parent, as it was some
yvears ago. | don't know that it's possible for it 1o be comlortable, as
chaotic as life ig, with the explosion of learning. With the massacre
in #aire onthe television tube right in front of us. Wiih the assasin-
ation of a president happening on the tube right in front of us. With
the instantaneous communication systems that we have today. It
keeps us in a state of emotional turmeil, more than we were in 40
vears ago, obviously.

"I think we've got a lot of maturing to do ag a society bafore we
get comfortable again. But [ believe people can solve that. They
heve in the past and they're going to continue to do it. The secret of
all this is cooperation. It's not pressure, it's not dictating, it's =
real commitment to cooperation.

And, on the eve of his retirement, Fickel sums up his feelings:
"I can only say I'm glad [ was in education. I's been a tremendous
experience. [ Lhink this profession provides an individug]l with the
greatest outlet for service than any profession you could find any-
where, I think this profession is greater than medicine, greater
than religion, greater than the law, by far. You have an opportunity
over a lifetime to be part of so many changes. You touch so many
lives,




APPENDIX A

PRESENT SCHOOLS OF SANTA CRIUIZ COUNTY
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As shown abowve, Santz Cruz County is divided into 10 school disg-
trictg-=or 11 or 12, depending on how you're counting. The Cabrillo
Community College District fakesinthe wheole county. Thoge digiricts
within the dotted line comprise the Samta Cruz City High School Is-
trici, i.e., students in the districts of Scotts Valley, Facific, Bonny
Doon, Live Oak, Soguel, Happy Valley, and Mountain, having no high
schools of their own, atiend high schools inthe Santa Cruz City District.

(Note: for geographical and administrative convenience, those
few students residing in a narrow northeastern strip of Santa Crusz
County, &5 shown in the map, attend school sdministered by the
Lakeside District of Santa Clara County. For the same reason of
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convenience, a small part of northern Monierey Cournty, containing
three elementary schools, falls within the administrational juris-
diction of the Pajaro Valley Unified School District. )

Four of the districts shown in the map--Facific, Bonny Doon,
Happy Valley, and Mountain--are 'multi-graded" districts; they are
sparsely populated, and each has only one small elementary school
within itz boundaries.

Educational facilifies within the county include 38 elementary
schools, nine intermediate schools, nine high schools, eight apecial
education facilities for the handicapped, the Csbrillo Collepe campus,
the campus of the University of California at Santa Cruz, and over
40 private gchools, Approximately 30, 475 public school students are
enrolled in kindergarten through the 12th grade. Cabrillo has an en-
rallment of about 9, 600,

These sre the schools operating today (1978) in Santa Cruz County:

PAJTARO VALLEY UNIFIED SCHOOQOL DISTRICT

Amesti Elementary Mar Vista Elementary
Aptos Junior High MacGuiddy Elementary
Aptos High Mintie White Elementary
Aromas Elementary Pajaroc Elementary
Bradley Elementary Radeliff Bilingual
Calabasas Elementary Renaissance High

F. A. Hall Junior High Rio Del Mar Elsementary
Freedom Elementary Holling Hills Junior High
Hall Elementary salsipuedes Elementary
. A, Hyde Elementary Valencia Elementary
Linscott Elementary Weatsonville High

SANTA CRUZ CITY SCHOOL DISTRICT

Bay View Elementary Branciforte Junior High
Erznciforte Elementary Misgsion Hill Junior High
De Laveaga Elementary Santa Cruz High

Gault Elementary sogquel High

Natursl Bridges Elementary Harbor High

Westlake Elementary Loma Prietz High
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SAN LORENZO VALLEY UNIFIED SCHOOQL DISTRICT
Houlder Creek Elementary San Lorenzo Valley Intermediate
Chiail Hollow Elementary San Lorenzo Valley High
san Lorenzo Valley Elementary

SOQUEL TUNION SCHOOL DISTRICT

Capitola Elementary Santa Cruz Gardens Elementary
Capitola Intermediate soquel Elementary

LIVE OAK SCHOOL DISTRICT

Green Acres Elementary Live Oak Elementary
Del Mar Middle

SCOTTS VALLEY UNION DISTRICT

Brook Knoll Elementary Vine Hill Elementary
Scotts Valley Intermediste

THE MULTI-GRADED DISTRICTS (one elernentary school apiece)

Bonmy Doon Mountzin
Happy Valley Facific
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APPENDIX B
CHRONOLOGICAL LIST OF

SANTA CRUTZ COUTNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS

The following list is an attermnpt to pive the reader an idea of the
chronology of public schools that have existed within the county's
gohool ayatem sincece ifs inceplion in the 18505 to the present (1878).

The main reference sources used were the school personnel
directories published by the County Office of Education every year
since 1888, Fortheyears prior to 1888 we had io rely onsecondary
sources, of which there are very few, and which sometimes did not
agree with each other. The problem is compounded by the fact that
many of the records prior to the turn of the century have been lost
or burned. Many were destroyed when Watsonville High School
burned down in 1901,

The personmel directories had some shortcomings ag reference
materials: the early ones fail to give the names of individual schools
that existed within the Santa Cruz snd Watsonville Districts——the two
digtricts that had more than one school within their boundaries; the
carly dircectories zlso do not give the locations of the schools, and
fail to note when a school was moved or rebuilt.

Another problem arises In establishing the exact date that a
particular school began., Sometimes many months, or even vears,
might pass between the establishment of a school distriet or the
passage of a school bond and the actusl opening of the school. Some-
times classes werc held inhomes or churches before the schoolhouse
was built, In general, the dates listed here represent the year in
which the school opencd ite doors--the year in which its name first
appeared in the directory.

The reader should keep &1l the foregoing in mind when reading

this list, realizing that, althoueh much effort went into insuring its
aoecuracy and completeness, there arce boundtobe 3 few errors init.
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DATE SCHOOL COMMENT

b R R Larkin Valley ......... LA hil of a mystery, Apparently established in 1873,
but does not appear in firstdirectory of 1888, Appears
in directory of 18901 (the year the second building was
erected!--but for one year only, disappearing in18903.
Then appears again in 1916 directory, and continues
until 1946, when it was annexed by Freedom, Did it
have another mame in earlier days?

1 AT e o e e Bl e e e e Guspended 1450, On Bear Creek Rd, (Nol the same
(possibly 1B797) as Brown's Valley. }

TRIZAS v T e veea Mewell Creel ... ... CAnother budlding constructed 1833, Ben Lomond
1884 hecame. ..., . EBen Lomond shaorbed into San Lorenzo Union in 1948,

LBTT v ovenneennssss Watsonville Grammear . .. 5. Lake and Sudden, Modernized in 12092, enlarged

after 1816, Some high school courses offered there
in 18805 hefore Watsonwille High was built.

Ehr R bl e b e el sr e rgrays O Ll el Ay Rebuilt 1212 on Green Valley Bd., and again in 1948
on Amesti Rd. in Watsonville, when il was annexed
to Freedom. Became part of Pajaro Unified District
in 1965, Still going strong.

LR e e SR AT NIt A N s S e e Third school built 1824, Ahsorbed Cave Gulch in
18929-28, Closed in LHE2,
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DATE SCHOOL

I e e R v Ceean - ViaW ., s v

L e e o i T L o= A e R e

{possibly 1806)

1886 ., ., Loma Prieta.coieeses

]

{Mote: the next eight schools are liated
in the county school directory for 1H8R--
the first directory published--but their
date of establishment is unclear. )

before 10808, o LA TR F e e e
{"regurrected’’ 1968)

COMMENT

.. Closed in 1584%, absorbed into new Bonny Doon
District.

LFirst? second? building built in 1886, Unionized
with Aptos in 1847,

o Burned down 1805; students attended class tempor-
arily in butcher shop and private home. New school
built in 1820, (Martin District carved out of Glen-
wood in 1805, Glenmwvood clodged in 1951, Stidents
went to Scotts Valler.

«.{Mote: this is not the present Lomea Prieta Contin-
uation High Schoel in Santa Cruz.) Disappears from
directories in 1801. Reappesrs in 1950 {same
school?) &8 joint district of Santa Cruz and Santa
Clara Counties, at which time it absorbed Summit,
Highland, Burrell, and Hester Creak,

v Disappears foom directory in 1231, New Valencls
School, part of Pajaro Valley Unified Distriet,
built 1868,































APPENDIX C
HASIAM'S REPORT OF 1861

The following is a copy of part of a 5tate Depariment of Education publi-
cation of 1861, piving the repoxrt of ). JJ. Haslam, then serving as Santa Cruz
County Superintendent of Schools, on the staie of this county's four-year-old
public school systerm:

SANTA CRUZ COUNTY.
D. J. HASLAM.vivritssssremsssrvassssrisnsssn SUperintendent,

In complinngo with instroctions from your Department, T have to
roport aa Fallowe: E
Erbool Londs—Ninler of Sictecnth and Thivty-Sizih Sections Surceyed i
the County —1I hnve no record to rofor to in this matter.  All the Soctions
utveyed are claimed bndoer prants, The whols number in the county
will Lo aboot twenty or twonty.five. Some will be worth littls or noth-" .
ing, and others {thoso that il on timbered land} very valoable. 1

Keheol Fertiops Settled on before Survey.—Ton.

Sefont Seelivns soversd by Mevivan Gronts—Tren,

Frobable Nuwwber of Addivional School Sections fo which County swould Be
entitled §f United States Survey ters comploted — Twelve.

Sehool Bections Worthlag, by reoeon of fulling on Mousteisous, Momahy, or
Lhesert Dondr—TProbably five. :

dchool Sectfons wpon 1ehich teoste kar fesn or 15 being copmilied, and the
nafure and gelend of seeh easte,—One Seetion in Opk Grovo School THa-
Lriet, which was well timbored, has had the most of the pood timber
taken off it, which Las redncod the value of it full two thirds,

Number af Selioothouess i Cowety.—Seven.

LDescription of eack Schoolhouse— Peacndoro— Built of redwood ; two ;
rooms ; fwenty-gix feet long, fourteen feet wide, and nine feet from Soar ]
to eeiling,. The furniture belenging to this Selool in very crdinary. !
Tho avernge of dally sttendanse is twenty, which ia very good.

Henty Cruz, No, I—0F rodwood, with lorge wing: twvo TOOms; main
building fifty-four feet long, twenty-vight foet wide, nnd fourtesn feet
high ; wing twenty-six fest long, twenty foet wide, snd fourtesn foot
Ligh. This Schoolhonse is very well ventilated, and the furniture of
& very good kind. The average daily attendance ia Gifty-oight.

Buntn Croz, No. 2-—0f redwood ; ono room, twenty-four feet lomg,
twenty feot wide, and twelve feot high. The furniture fair, The avor-
age daily sttendunce, twenty. .

Soquel—0F rodwood ; thirty-three by tworty-two, snd twelve foat
Ligh; a good Bchool-bouse, well fornithed, nnd well veutilated, Tha
average daily nitendance, twonty-four and thirty-soven two-hnndrodtha,

dan Androw, (new Distriet)— Of redwood; sixteen fest by twenty
faet; len fort highy not very well furnished ; average daily attondancs,
tan.

Oule Grove—Ledwood ; sixtoen by twonty-two, and ten feot bigh, and

{ twenty by twenty, and ten feot Ligh. The forniture of this District is
: fair, and the Schoolhonea well ventilated. The nverape number in
: I:lrlif;r' attondanee, Uiirky-fivo,

Pujaro—This Tistrict ront the second wtory of o dwolling hoose for
holding their School; it is twenly.six foot long by twenty-foor wide,
ubout nine fuet high, Tha peopls of this District do not care to spend
any manay Lo build o Schoolliouse; they have just refused to bo tnxed
te build ono. No farniture belonging to the District. Average duily
abtendance, thirty-twa.

Artendwnee wt School. — Tho sttondance st School in all the Districks is

| very small, in proportion to the number of scholars enrclled, or thoso
: who draw money.  Somo Districts are vory large.. Santn Croz, No. 1, is
aighleen miles in longth and twelve wide, * If the population were more
e : 1
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condensed, tha mttendapoe would be much better; many find it impos-
gible to send, not being able to pay board bills for their Eﬁi]'ll‘ﬁﬂ-

{iraded Schools, —Santa Cruz, No. 1, is praded —the only ons in the
county where there is o sufieient number of scholars, The funds will
not admit of it. '

Age of Teaelers—From twenty-three to forty-soven.

Teacking—0Only two design to moke tenching o pernmnont profussion.
It does not pay very well in this county to teach Sthool, and thoe who
hawe followed no other oeenpation do not intend to continue teaching any
longer than they can help. If it paid as well asin largo cities, moat of
them prefor the profession. Tt

upacity of Teachers,— All the Teaclers employed this yoar giva Tull
entisliotion.

Experience in Tezching.—From three months to twelve yoars.

Eaminations, etc—Most of the Sohools have had several examinations,
Same of the scholurs are visited regolarly by parents and thoss taking
an interaat in Edueation.

Numbar of Months each School waee bept Open—Poscadero, eight montha;
Santn Cruz, Neo. 1, eight monthe; Sonts Croz, No. 2, seven months;
Soquel, ten monthe; Han Andres, (new INatriet,) three months; Oak
Grove, throe and Len monthe; Pajaro, sevon monthe anid filtesn davs,

Bemnrbs an fhe Finedes of the Sehools, — The County nnd State Fund
pay about one fourth of the expenscs of the Schools; in mosl of the Dis-
tricts tho Funi is reised by ratobills. In Bantn Croz Distriet, No. 1, the
Schools bave boon kept open by subscription those willing to aid tho
Schoolg, donate per month, and are regolarly waited on by thoe Trestaes
when pay-doy eomes,

Very fow people have any yery great propensity tgm}'lnf tuxes; but
genernl dislilee is evidencod by all to pay a poll tax. hy, T eannot de-
tormine, nnless it is, that tho mest of people cecapo poving it. Ioa
voting population in thie connty, of fourtecn hundrad, shout five hundred
are collectod, INow, T 1t were to bo applied dircut]_'%' to the County Sohool
Fund, I Lave no doubt but donble that number could bs-collected.

How Trusters FPerform their Dulics, — Generally very wellj somo com-
plnints, that two have to do all the work.

Tmprovements Needed, — A uniformity of text-books would be s great
henefit; nnd gil Schools should !J-En.lgra.rlqd, and sapplied with a library
ol upgm‘ulnﬂ; and gome plan should bo ndopted to eompel the attond-
ance of children who are idling their time around the streete, without
nccllpuhlnlt.

Number of Private or Tndependent Schools — Academies and Colloges in
Coungy.—One; sttendnnce, forty-thrae.

Arverage number af Pupils ta each.—Forty-three.

(Feneral Memierls ypeon Eiveetion, — e Digtrict haa been added Lo our
list this venr. ‘Tho number of children hetween four and vighteen yenrs
of nge hng increased two hundred and thirty-one. There is no roport of
gny deaf or dumb porson in this county. E‘ur number of Teachars has
incronsnd two diuring tho last yenr.

The total number of childrén in the county is coe thonsend three hun-
dred and twelve, and enrolled, three hundred and ninty-five, leaving
nonrly ome thousand that are not enrolled, or short of one in four; this
i aceounted for, 04 T stated bofore-—the extent of countey, nend of thoze
enrolled. The pverage doily attendunce is one hundred sml ninely-nica,
or abont one half; this certainly should bo remadied, if possible, but
certainly cannot be done until School-housag are mors NUMETOMS.
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APPENDIX D

STATE SCHOOL CENSUS OF 1873

The following pages are part of a school census published by the
Eiate Department of Education in 1873, which gives an idea of what
the statewide school population was like at that time:
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At Grant School in 1880 high buttoned shoes vied with bare feet in this early scene taken
on the front steps. Teacher is unknown; she wore a long white apron as protection from
chalk dust, probably. Not all the children are known, but among them ane Ruth Grant,
Kittie Pedemonte, Mollie Pedemonte, Alice Hauck, Thomas Thompson, Martha and
Alice Brown.
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