
 

 

PACIFIC ELEMENTARY SCHOOL DISTRICT 

WRITTEN AGREEMENT for INDEPENDENT STUDY (short-term and long-term) 
 

 

Student Name: ______________________________________  Grade Level: _____  School Year: ________________ 

 
Duration of Agreement: The duration of this agreement is for the entire school year, or whatever portion of the school year the 

student is enrolled. Students may actually participate in Independent Study (IS) for the entire school year (Long-Term IS, i.e. 

Pacific School’s Independent Study Program), on an as-needed basis due to student absences or school closures (commonly 

called Short-Term IS), for sections of the year, or not at all, as desired by the family and approved by the teacher and District. 

The specific dates of actual participation in IS, if any, will be stated in one or more addendums to this agreement.  

 

Objectives and Course Content: The major objective of this agreement is to enable the student to keep current with or exceed 

California grade-level studies, at the grade level listed above, for the period covered by this agreement. It is the District’s goal 

that all independent study courses are substantially equivalent in quality and quantity to traditional classroom instruction. All 

independent study programs of the District are course-based in accordance with Education Code Section 51749.5. 

 

The student is to complete studies in the following subjects: Language Arts, Math, Science, Social Studies, Arts and Creative 

Endeavors, and Physical Education. District-approved educational goals for each grade level are described in the document 

“Course Descriptions for Independent Study Courses (PESD 201)”, which is incorporated as part of this agreement, and is 

available on the school website under Board Policies. Methods of instruction shall include whole-class, small-group, and 

individual lessons and discussion (in-person or online), use of textbooks and workbooks, access to library books and other 

reading material, hands-on and project-based activities, online learning platforms, etc. Students who successfully finish a year-

long independent study course with the District will complete that grade level and advance to the next grade level. 

 

Resources and Curriculum: The District will provide students with content aligned to California grade-level standards at a 

level of quality and intellectual challenge substantially equivalent to in-person instruction. This includes the teacher services, 

textbooks, school library books, online curricula, materials, and other necessary items and resources as specified for each 

assignment. The District will also provide access to necessary connectivity and devices adequate to participate in the 

educational program and complete assigned work. 

 

Synchronous Instruction: All independent study students (short-term or long-term) are expected to physically attend school on 

Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays, and the first and last days of the school year. All students not physically present at school are 

encouraged to attend Zoom lessons with a credentialed staff member and peers on Wednesday and Friday mornings.  

 

Additional Supports: The District will provide academic and other supports to address the needs of students who are not 

performing at grade level, or need support in other areas, such as English learners, students with disabilities with an 

individualized education program (IEP) or a Section 504 plan in order to be consistent with their program or plan, students in 

foster care or experiencing homelessness, and students requiring mental health supports. These include access to the services of 

our special education, mental health, and intervention personnel, one-on-one or small group instruction from a teacher, 

interventionist, and/or aide, and appropriate curriculum and materials for the student’s specific needs. Note: If the student has an 

IEP, the IEP must specifically provide for the student’s enrollment in Independent Study. 

 

Voluntary Program and Return to Traditional Classroom: Independent Study is an optional educational alternative that 

students and families voluntarily select, including students covered under California Education Code sections 48915 and 48917. 

All IS students have the continuing option of returning to traditional classroom instruction. If vaccine requirements have been 

met, the District will return any student requesting it to our traditional classroom program within five school days.  

 

Assignments: Independent study assignments shall be completed no more than one week after assigned for all grade levels and 

types of program. (However, when necessary based on the specific circumstances of the student's approved program, the teacher 

may allow for a longer period of time between the date an assignment is made and when it is due, up to a maximum of 20 

school days.) Parents, guardians, or caretakers are responsible for ensuring the completion and submission of all assignments. 

When the student is not at school, assignments should be submitted at least weekly, and may be submitted in person or by mail 

to the teacher or school office (50 Ocean St., Davenport, CA, 95017) or by email or online to the teacher. 

 

Late and Missed Assignments: Assignments not turned in by the due date shall be considered "missed assignments". No 

attendance credit may be given for missed assignments. The student will be subject to truancy issues if assignments are 

not turned in on time, causing non-attendance days. Upon signing, the parent accepts responsibility and understands the 



 

 

parent/student will be subject to the Student Attendance Review Board (SARB) if non-attendance days accumulate due to 

missed assignments. In addition, future Independent Study requests may be denied by school administration. 

 

Satisfactory Educational Progress: Assignments will be evaluated by teachers using the any of the following methods: 

assignment rubrics, portfolio evaluation, task completion, demonstration of skills, automated online scoring, traditional grading 

methods, or other methods as appropriate to the subject and assignment. For each student participating in independent study, 

satisfactory educational progress shall be determined based on the following: 

• The student’s engagement with in-person, telephonic, and/or online classes and meetings; 

• The student’s completion and performance on assignments, assessments, other indicators that the student is working on 

assignments, and California state accountability measures; 

• The student’s learning of required concepts, as determined by the supervising teacher; 

• The student’s progress toward successful completion of the course of study, as determined by the supervising teacher. 

 

Meetings and Reporting Progress: Families and teachers are expected to meet at the beginning of the contract period and 

again as needed for teachers to report progress and to ensure the student’s ongoing success. Either parents or the teacher may 

request a meeting at any time. Families must attend all scheduled meetings and promptly reschedule any meetings missed due to 

emergencies. Meetings may take place in person, by phone, or online. Also, report cards will be delivered three times per year. 

 

Review of Independent Study Placement: If one or more of the following conditions occur, the District will convene a 

student-parent-educator conference to review a student’s written agreement and reconsider the IS program’s impact on the 

student’s achievement and well-being: 

• The student is not making satisfactory educational progress. 

• The student fails to complete three or more assignments within one week. 

• The student or family is not in compliance with behavior expectations or other terms of this agreement. 

Participation in IS is at the discretion of the district. A student shall not be permitted to engage in IS if staff determines that IS is 

not an appropriate alternative for the student. 

 

Additional Expectations: Students must follow the rules and standards in the discipline code and behavior guidelines of the 

Pacific Elementary School. Independent Study families are asked to have their student(s) attend in-person and zoom class on a 

regular and consistent basis for the sake of educational continuity and social community. Families are responsible for the cost of 

replacement or repair for lost, destroyed, or willfully damaged books and other school property checked out to their student(s). 

Families are responsible for any needed transportation for the student’s classroom attendance, scheduled meetings, and any 

other travel covered by this agreement. Families must comply with California’s vaccine laws in order to participate in any in-

person activities offered by the IS Program. 

 

Addendums: Students and parents, guardians, or caregivers agree to authorize the District and teacher(s) to issue addendums to 

this agreement, which specify the exact dates independent study was utilized, document the assignments and work completed 

during each period of independent study, and specify the number of days of attendance credit given. All such addendums will 

be added to this agreement, but will not materially alter any of the terms of this agreement, and as such, do not need to be 

specifically signed by the student or parent, guardian, or caregiver. 

 

Signatures and Dates: We have read and understand all of the terms of this agreement, and agree to all of its provisions. If 

completing this form electronically, your typed name below shall have the same force as an ink signature. All people listed 

below must sign BEFORE the first day of enrollment in the Independent Study Program, unless there are 15 or fewer total days 

of independent study enrollment during the school year, in which case, signatures are required before the last day of school. 
 

Student (Adult Cannot Sign for Student):  ___________________________________________  Date:  ______________ 
 

Parent/Guardian/Caregiver:  ______________________________________________________  Date:  ______________ 

 

Supervising Teacher 1: __________________________________________________________  Date:  ______________ 

 

Supervising Teacher 2: __________________________________________________________  Date:  ______________ 

 

SpEd Teacher (if applicable): _____________________________________________________ Date: ______________ 

Rev. June 2025 


