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California Seatbelt Law 

You and all passengers must wear a seat belt or you and/or your passenger(s) may be cited. If the 

passenger is under 16 years old, you may be cited if they are not wearing their seat belt. 

Children must be in the BACK SEAT(s) and appropriately secured in a car seat, booster seat, 

and/or safety belt depending on their height and age: 

• All children under 40 pounds or 40 inches tall must ride in a 5-point harness car seat in the back 

seat of the vehicle. (If the child is over two years old AND over 22 pounds, the car seat may face 

forward. Otherwise, the car seat must face backward.) 

• Children over 40 pounds or 40 inches tall, but under the age of 8 and less than 4' 9" tall may use a 

booster seat in the back seat (or may continue to use an appropriate car seat). 

• Children who are 8 years of age OR have reached 4' 9" in height may be secured by a safety belt 

in the back seat IF AND ONLY IF the following conditions are met: back against seat, knees bend 

at seat edge, lap belt on thighs, shoulder belt on shoulder not neck. Otherwise, they must continue 

to use a booster seat. 

• All children shall be secured in a manner that complies with the height and weight limits specified 

by the manufacturer of the car seat or booster seat. 

Pacific School Field Trip Driver Policies 

Thank you for your willingness to drive on our field trip. When using your car to transport students on 

behalf of Pacific School please adhere to the following: 

• Field trip drivers must safely stop off the road in a parking area or commercial space before 

engaging in any phone or text-based communications. While hands free devices are legally 

permissible, Pacific School asks that you refrain from talking or texting on cell phones while 

driving, even hands-free. 

• Check the safety of your vehicle: tires, brakes, lights, horn, seat belts, etc. before the trip. All must 

be functioning properly.  

• There are to be no students in the front seat; all passengers must have a seat belt or car seat/booster 

seat if necessary (see above).  

• Siblings and animals are not permitted on school trips. Chaperones must be able to focus fully on 

supervising the students. 

• Follow the planned route to and from the destination; make no unauthorized stops. 

• Do not exceed the posted speed limit 

In case of emergency: Keep the children together. Call 911. Then call the school (831-425-7002) for 

further instructions. 

Thank you for your willingness to drive on our field trips!  

Without volunteer drivers, our students would most likely not be able to have these enriching experiences. 
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